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What a blessed summer it was for our church family! 

Oh, the countless moments I witnessed God at work through you sharing your Faith, Hope, 
and Love this summer!

If you haven’t heard yet, Vacation Bible School was absolutely incredible at PUMC this year! 
Our Children’s Ministry set a goal for registering 100 children for VBS and, as usual, God had 
bigger plans. We welcomed 116 children into our sanctuary throughout the week of VBS and 
nearly two thirds of them were new to our church!  More than 70 of you gave your time and 
talents to teach, dance, create, feed, and play with those beloved children. Even more of you 
gave generously throughout the year to provide supplies and support that made VBS possible. 
Each day of VBS, I was truly amazed to stand in our sanctuary as pew-fulls of children sang 
praise to God, heard of Jesus’ love that rescues us all, and excitedly learned lessons from 
scripture as they grew deeper in their FAITH. 

I also had the privilege of traveling with a team of 29 youth and adults to Hazard, Kentucky this 
summer to serve with Appalachia Service Project (ASP). As many of you heard from the 
testimonies shared from our work crews on ASP Sunday, our lives were forever changed in the 
hills of Knott County. As our crews worked all week repairing floors, replacing drywall, 
renovating bathrooms and more, the greatest work was happening in our hearts. The dear 
families we served, the new friends we made, and the relationships we strengthened with one 
another truly transformed us. Our mission team caught a glimpse of the HOPE we have in 
Christ—a hope that shines light into darkness, and always makes us new.

Every two weeks this summer, I watched as Jeremiah’s Retreat was packed with volunteers 
who unloaded, sorted, and served pounds upon pounds of food for CORA’s SNACK! program. 
SNACK! (Summer Nutritional Assistance for Chatham Kids) provides nutritious food for 
Chatham County students and their families who experience food insecurity. On each 
distribution day, I was blown away by the number of volunteers (of all ages!) who came to 
serve and share God’s LOVE with nearly 40 families right here in our community. 

In the midst of all the life-changing ministry that happened this summer, I was reminded again 
and again of how fortunate we are to be in ministry for such a time as this. With Jeremiah’s 
Retreat bursting at the seams on SNACK days, our sanctuary overflowing with children and 
their families on VBS Sunday, and our mission team inviting even more friends from the 
community to travel with us again to ASP, it is clear that our church family is growing in Faith, 
Hope, and Love!

A Word From Pastor Sara Beth
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PUMC STAFF 

            Pastor: Rev. Sara Beth Pannell, pannellsarabeth@gmail.com 
Ministerial Intern, Denny Freeland, dfreeland83@gmail.com  

Director of Administration: Kelly Perry, kaperry13@gmail.com 
Youth Director: Paul Winston, pwinston9876@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministry Director: Kelly Boyd, pumckidsministry@gmail.com 
Nursery Attendants: Becky Loflin & Ingram McCall 

Music Ministry Director: Rodney Oldham, roldham@nccob.gov 
Contemporary Worship Arts Coordinator: Joe Sanchez, 

jeosep@pittsborounitedmethodist.org 
Business Manager: Dawn Walker, pumcbusiness@gmail.com

It has become even more clear to me this summer that 
growing in space is vital to our church’s ministry. As our 
Capital Campaign Team and Building Team have been 
hard at work all summer long, preparing for the next 
steps in our journey towards our Family Life Center, 
God has once again revealed how growing in space will 
equip us to continue growing in ministry. As you and 
your family are invited to prayerfully consider how you 
can be part of our Capital Campaign in the months 
ahead, I pray that you will recall the sights and sounds 
of this summer: a sanctuary full of children praising God 
in faith, a mission team sharing their testimonies of 
hope, and families finding sustenance served with love. 
With gratitude for all that God has done this summer, 
we look forward to all that God will do in the seasons 
ahead! 

Grace and Peace,
Sara Beth

Upcoming Events
STARS

Saturday, September 22
12pm

Jeremiah’s Retreat 
____________________

Table Talk
Wednesday’s-October 3, 

November 7, December 5  
Dinner from 6pm to 6:45pm, 

Table Talk 
(Topics to be announced) 

6:45pm to 7:30pm 
Children’s Program 

(K-5th Grades) 
6:45pm to 7:30pm 
Nursery available
6:45pm to 7:30pm  

_____________________

     Trunk or Treat       
       Friday, October 26

          6pm to 8pm
_____________________

Hayride & 
Hot Dog Roast

Saturday, November 3
5pm

_____________________

Day Light Savings Time
Begins Sunday, November 4th
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❖ Nathan Stout, Samantha Crutchfield and Tristan Bland for their dedication to the Circle 
Band!  PUMC misses them as they begin college.  We wish them well as they begin 
this new chapter of their lives. 

❖ The many volunteers that helped with all the summer activities—naming only a few—
VBS, Summer Mission Trip,Snack Program, and Church Family team for the activities 
they planned. 

❖ Capital Campaign Team and the Building Team as they continue to strive to make our 
Family Life Center a reality! 

If you have someone or something that you would like to feature, please send a message to
             Kelly Perry at kaperry13@gmail.com

CORA Project: Collection for September- Pasta, Canned Sauce (no glass 
containers) Please bring your donations to the Johnson Room.

Appalachia Service 
Project mission team 

w e n t t o H a z a r d , 
Kentucky for a week this summer helping to 
make homes warmer, safer, and drier. Below 
is a  testimony from Megan Snider about how they saw God at work in the lives of 
the families they served, as well as their own lives during this week of service.

My ASP experience was honestly life touching. We 
were able to help people that do not have nearly the 
amount of things we have. Then to see how 
thankful and happy they all were for the small ways in 
which we helped them made me light up. I won't forget 
my homeowner when we told her she finally had a 
running  sink and think about the biggest smile that 
came across her face.  I realized at that moment not to 
take small things for granted. ~Megan 

Youth Mission Trip 2018
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Capturing 
the spirit of 
VBS Week! 
It was truly an 
incredible 
week full of 
children's 
excitement, 
laughter, and 
joy for Jesus, a group 
of amazing 
volunteers, and 
seeing first hand God 

working in all these 
children! We are blessed!

Pittsboro United Methodist Church 
71 West St.-PO Box 716 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
Return Service Requested 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-12pm 
www.pittsborounitedmethodist.org-follow us on Instagram 

pittsboroumc@gmail.com-(919) 542-2330 
Traditional Worship: 8:45 & 11:00 am    Contemporary Worship: 5:00 pm
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